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This has been a remarkable AT pe-
riod T eight major training missions in
seven different locations, over two
months involving hundreds of soldiers.

From the 88t h
mission at Stratton Air Base, to the 56"
Brigadeds joint
gade at Minnewaska State Park and
Stewart Air Base, to the 10" Br i g a
engineering mission in Guilderland,
and the 65thd
sion near Buffalo, and finally, School
Week training at Camp Smith i the
New York Guard has demonstrated
that it is Fully Trained and Ready to
Respond for our mission of augmenting
and assisting the National Guard.

We are grateful to several people
for this achievement.

First, to all our family and friends.
Without their support it would not be
possible to do the things we do. | know
the sacrifices
Our loved ones deserve our thanks for
sharing us with the Guard.

Thank you to the headquarters staff
for all the planning throughout the year
to ensure a successful AT.

Thank you to our tireless medical
team at the 244™ Medical Clinic. They
have done an outstanding job i as they
have all year in their real world mis-
sions attached to
Medical Command.

Thank you to the staff and instruc-
tors of the 12" RTI. They deserve our
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gratitude for their dedication and hard
work.

To our officers in the Company
Grade Officers Course: thank you for
pursuing this important professional
development course. Never forget that
our enlisted troops deserve the best
leadership we officers are capable of.

To our BNCOC troops: the United
States Army is the greatest Army the
world has ever seen for one reason:
our NCO Corps. When | was an NCO |
always remember being taught; officers
pani NCO6s execut el
that you have learned the necessary
skills to execute your missions.

To our newest troops in Basic
Training. Youbve
been watching. You are not the same
person you were when you are started
here on Sunday. Today, you are confi-

part of the New York Guard story and
the New York Guard family and | hope
you will be for many years to come.
Youbve all
your loved ones and your work, to
come here. Some of you are teenag-

B r ersg Sochee df gou afeHikR B T a little

older than a teenager. All of you are
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content to watch the world on televi-
dian,0you decided to step up to the
plate, put on the uniform, and make a
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proud of yourselves for that. As a result
of your hard work our overall readi-
ness has improved.

Last month | was honored to be
promoted by our commander-in-chief,
Governor David Paterson. The Gover-
nor wasnot | us-titwag
all of us. | represented you. He was
honoring the volunteerism and sacri-
fices made by all of you in the service
of your state and country. This was his

t h e way mofadcagnizing and acknowtedging

you.
| told the Governor that serving as
commander of the New York Guard
was the highest honor of my military
career and that every day | am in awe
of the dedication and professionalism |
see among Yyou. The Governor
coul dnodt be happie
zation like this under his watch.
t hl evas §ang overram dfter &ctiom red
port for a New York Guard mission the
other day. The unit commander cited
the following as challenges to the mis-

ner

sion.

First, there was the issue of uni-
f or ms. The
difficulty was encountered in the issue
of uniforms, because of lack of appro-
priations. 0

Second, troops had to work long
shifts because of a shortage of man
power. Third, the troops never got the
proper equipment they needed to do
the job.

Despite all this, the unit commander
wrote that the morale of his troops was
veérywmhicom.f i e nwr ot
if | did not express my great apprecia-
tion of the attitude of the soldiers in my
brigade. 0

Brigadier General DeForest Kemp,
commanding general of the First Provi-
sional Regiment, the New York Guard

Fol e ywéns knewtedgeabls, syou tare notv reeunit assigned to homeland defense

duty during World War One.
What is so remarkable about that is:
someone on the outside reading this

t a k e aftertattione reparwfaoyn 1918 evoold

think: AHow coul d
troops have all these problems with
equipment, uniforms, funding 1 and still
have such a great attitude? How is that
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Wel | I could tel
because it takes a special soldier to do
what we do i to give of ourselves, un-
sselfishly, without much reward, to pro-
tect our fellow citizens.

That was ninety years ago, let me
give you an example from just yester-
day. It was reported that two hikers
were lost on the Appalachian trail here
on Camp Smith. NY Guard troops on
postonere guick tmenake themselves
available to stop what they were doing
and volunteer to assist if needed.

Therebs a
called fdAselfl ess
&arey Army Values. When | look out at
you today, | see the living embodiment
of the Army Values. If you want an
example of the true American spirit of
volunteerism, New York Guard soldiers
are it. | thank you all for that.

Take what youobve
back to your home units, and keep fo-

cused on ooramiseion donaugment then i -

National Guard. Be proud of your ser-
dice, be proud of the New York Guard,
be proud of yourselves. And always
know that | am proud to serve with you
as your commander.
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Command

For our enlisted troops, this Annual Training period has
gone a long way towards increasing our mission readiness
and showcasing our capabilities.

First, our most important troops i the forty six new
graduates of Initial Entry Training. The commanding gen-
eral told you at graduation that it takes a special citizen to
do what y oiu rievee forgebtimae To volunteer to
put your life, family, and work on hold and report to a mili-
tary post for basic training with no incentive except for a
patriotic desire to serve is remarkable. | was interviewed by
a TV news crew at AT about our NY Guard Basic class. |
told the reporter that in all my years in the Marine Corps
and National Guard | had never seen such dedication as |
see in our NY Guard troops. | know you will stay dedicated,
and continue your training. Keep learning the craft of being
a soldier.

The NY Guard has been building and strengthening its
NCO corps for years now. This has been THE vital compo-
nent in the revitalization of the NY Guard. To our sergeants
graduating from BNCOC; thank you for taking your training
seriously and for all your hard work. Leadership is not al-
ways easy but you have made the important decision to
tackle that mission. In everything you do you represent the
professionalism of our NCO corps. It is an honor to be an
NCO, and by successfully completing your BNCOC training
you bring honor to the Guard.

Webve got the respect of
cause we get the mission done. Our 10th Brigade and 65th
Brigade engineers in the field demonstrated that for all to

Mail Call

To have your letter published in a fu-
issue of The State Guard

ture

Sergeant

see at the Youngstown
and Guilderland rifle range
construction missions. Our
88th Brigade CERFP
troops demonstrated that
at Stratton Air Base. The
mission ready troops of the
56th Brigade and 14th Bri-
gade humped the hills of
Minnewaska Park and
Camp Smith to sharpen
their Search and Rescue
skills.

Throughout the sum-
mer, all over NY State, NY
Guard enlisted troops and .
NCOs were out, in the Command Sgt. Maj.
field, increasing our mis- James Harter
sion readiness and mis-
sion capability. The leadership of the state knows that we
are ready when called.

Now, we build on the great work you did this summer.
Remember, most importantly, in all we do i safety first.
That includes driving to and from our missions and drills.
Sadly, we need to look no further than the recent high pro-
file accidents that have been in the news to know that we

t rhust bd ated aheé cadidus qn the rad at hlldimes.t at e

Keep fit, keep sharp, keep training, and keep the NY

Guard moving forward!

what is going on elsewhere.
up.

Keep it

Sentinel, please send an e-mail to
konigdave@aol.com.

Kudos to all of you that publish the
Sentinel. Nice job as usual. Glad you
take the extra step to show what the
Guard is made of. The Sentinel is the
glue that binds all the Brigades to-
gether. It's the common denominator
that keeps each Brigade informed on

Staff Sgt. Paul Rosa

Platoon Sergeant

Team Romeo, Bravo Company
14th Bde.

It's great to see the NY Guard on the
map. You guys deserve great credit.
Maj. Gen. Mike Van Patten

Retired

NY GUARD MISSION STATEMENT

The New York Guard provides augmentation and support
to the New York military forces within the state of New
York in order to enhance the overall capabilities of the

Division of Military and Naval Affairs.
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