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During this last year, the New York 
Guard has been undergoing an impor-
tant organizational change.  I wish to 
take this opportunity to provide a brief 

update of how we have progressed. 
This “transformation” was necessary 
for many reasons and quite frankly this 
change was long overdue.  Our TDA 
(authorized strength) has shrunk sig-
nificantly to reflect our historical 
strength numbers and to support our 
new defined mission sets.  Hundreds of 
these authorized slots never had been 
filled.  No jobs have been lost in this 
process.  In some cases, this has re-
quired us to change the way we used 
to do business.  This is change for the 
better as we enhance our relevance.  

Our mission is to augment the vari-
ous New York National Guard Joint 
Task Forces (JTF) when they are acti-
vated.  I compliment the New York 
Guard units for embracing this new 
mission.   You have made significant 
progress in working with your JTF 
counterparts.  The desired end state is 
for New York Guard soldiers to seam-
lessly integrate with their designated 

JTF’s upon deployment.  I am proud to 
report that some JTF’s and NYG Bri-
gades have exchanged contact infor-
mation, conducted joint exercises and 
planned for future joint training.  It is 
critical that when a JTF stands up, 
NYG personnel know their roles and 
responsibilities.  The JTF Commander 
must be able to rely on you.  A few 
months ago, the NYG was invited to 
participate in the “Vigilant Guard” joint 
exercise which was an incredible train-
ing opportunity to work with JTF per-
sonnel.   The NYG has received many 
accolades for their performance in that 
exercise.  I hope for more JTF training 
opportunities this coming year.   

I thank all of you for your stellar ef-
forts as our New York Guard trans-
forms to support the new mission.   I 
am confident that the New York Guard 
will continue to be successful in this 
endeavor as we move forward in 2010.   
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Maj. Gen. Fergal Foley 

Commander’s Corner  

Mail Call  
To have your letter published in a fu-
ture issue of The State Guard  
Sentinel, please send an e-mail to  
konigdave@aol.com. 

 
(EDITOR'S NOTE: In October 2009, 
Col. Mike Hodges turned over com-
mand of the 56th Brigade to his Dep-
uty Commander, Lt. Col. David 
Warager. Col. Hodges is deploying to 
the Afghanistan theater as a Depart-
ment of Defense employee. The fol-
lowing is his letter to the 56th Brigade 
troops.) 

To my fellow soldiers, 

It has never been easy for me to 
turn over command.  If it were, I would 
be in the wrong business any-
way.  Serving with you has been my 
honored pleasure, and, one that I will 
treasure the rest of my days.  I am 
convinced that you will honor your 
next commander with the same re-
spect and support that you have 
me.  Thank you. 

The next chapter for Kathy and I 
takes us to train for, and then deploy-
ing, to be a Human Terrain Team 

Leader in 
Afghani-
stan.  As 
such, I have 
a team of 
up to 10 
people, who 
support the 
brigade 
commander 
on the 
ground by 
learning 
about, and 
then main-
taining, an 
intimate 
understand-
ing of 
the local 
populace in 
the brigade's area of operations.  

We look forward to the challenge 
and the opportunity to contribute as 
we serve.  We appreciate your 
thoughts and prayers 

God Speed, 
Mike Hodges 
COL NYG 
Commander 56th Brigade 

 
To the Sentinel, 
 

   The New York Guard continues to 
exceed all expectations! I'm PROUD 
to have been a part of this EXCEP-
TIONAL organization - HOOAH !! 

 

MG(Ret)  Michael Van Patten, 
Former NY Guard Commander 



ALBANY, NY — Governor David A. 
Paterson announced on February 3rd 
that he has appointed Brigadier Gen-
eral Patrick Murphy as the 52nd Adju-
tant General of New York State, to re-
place Major General Joseph Taluto 
upon his retirement on February 14. 

"Brigadier General Murphy is an 
outstanding officer who brings with him 
a wealth of experience integrating the 
National Guard and active military 
components into State emergency and 
security planning, homeland defense, 
and anti-terrorism activities," Governor 
Paterson said. "He has played a critical 
role in the New York National Guard's 
response to flooding in Western New 
York, providing emergency aid to other 
states, and refocusing the National 
Guard's Joint Task Force Empire 
Shield into a more capable security 
force in New York City." 

Brigadier General Murphy, a 32-
year veteran of the Army National 
Guard, is currently serving as the New 
York National Guard's Director of Joint 
Staff and Assistant Adjutant General, 
responsible for the National Guard's 
State emergency and homeland secu-
rity operations. 

“I am honored by Governor Pater-
son's decision to select me to replace 
Major General Taluto,” Brigadier Gen-

eral Murphy said. "I appreciate his con-
fidence in me, and I look forward to 
working with the men and women of 
the New York Military Forces to con-
tinue to improve our abilities to respond 
when called upon by the people of New 
York and our nation." 

As Adjutant General, Brigadier Gen-
eral Murphy will be responsible for en-
suring that the more than 16,000 mem-
bers of the New York Army and Air 
National Guard are prepared to deploy 
in combat zones on federal missions 
and prepared to respond to State 
emergencies here in New York. He will 
also oversee the 2,500 members of the 
New York Naval Militia and the 700-
member New York Guard, a State-only 
force. 

Brigadier General Murphy, age 52, 
joined the National Guard as an 
enlisted soldier in 1977 and was com-
missioned as a Second Lieutenant of 
Infantry in 1979. 

In November 2004, Brigadier Gen-
eral Murphy deployed to Kuwait where 
he served as Assistant Chief of Staff 
for National Guard Affairs for the 
United States Third Army at Camp  
 

continued on page 4 
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Brig. Gen. Patrick Murphy Appointed TAG  
Courtesy DMNA  

Sgt. Steve Clohessey, HQ observes as Brig. Gen. Murphy is briefed by Sgt. Leticia Pizzaro, HQ on 
training exercises at Camp Smith.   Photo by Sfc. Dave Konig, HQ. 

Sfc. Fred Manney, 88th Bde., and Brig. Gen, Murphy review CERFP operations during a field 
exercise at Camp Smith.   Photo by Sfc. Dave Konig, HQ 



continued from page 4 
 
Arifjan. He was the commander's principle advisor on Na-
tional Guard affairs and worked to integrate National 
Guard units and soldiers into military operations in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

After leaving Kuwait in June 2007, Brigadier General 
Murphy joined the New York Army National Guard, where 
he served as Director of the Joint Staff and Assistant Ad-
jutant General. 

Since then, his role has been to ensure that contin-
gency plans are in place to deploy New York Military 
Forces assets in support of State and domestic emergen-
cies, oversee the National Guard's role in State Home-
land security efforts, and manage joint Army and Air Na-
tional Guard functions within the State's Joint Forces 
Headquarters. 

Brigadier General Murphy's individual awards include 
the Bronze Star, three awards of the Defense Meritorious 
Service Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, the Army 
Commendation Medal, the National Defense Service 
Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, 
the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, the Joint 
Meritorious Unit Award, the Army Superior Unit Award, 
the Expert Infantryman Badge and the Army Aviation 
Badge. 

He and his wife Cherie live in Clifton Park, Saratoga 
County. 
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Brig. Gen. Patrick Murphy Appointed TAG  

Brig. Gen. Murphy, in the field with Sgt. Hongsik Lee, 14th Bde., during 
search and rescue training operations at Camp Smith.    
Photo by Sfc. Dave Konig, HQ. 

 

UPCOMING NY GUARD 2010 TRAINING & MISSIONS 
  

6 MARCH  - NYG COMMANDERS CONFERENCE CSTS 
  

17 MARCH - ST PATRICKS DAY PARADE - NYC 
  

2 MAY - 1st PROVISIONAL REGIMENT CEREMONY -  
SLEEPY HOLLOW 

  
2 MAY - 2nd PROVISIONAL REGIMENT CEREMONY -  

GRACELAND CEMETERY 
  

18 - 24 JULY - NYG ANNUAL TRAINING (HOME STATION AT) 
  

18 - 24 JULY - 12th RTI SCHOOL WEEK 
  

24 JULY -  NYG RETIREMENT & COMMISSIONING  
CEREMONY & BBQ, CSTS 
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OPERATION VIGILANT GUARD  

· Oct 30—Nov. 5, 2009 

· Erie County, NY 

· National Guard Bureau & US Northern Command 
Disaster Exercise 

· NY Guard augmentation: CERFP Team & J-1 Section  

· The Joint National Guard / NY Guard CERFP Team trains 
year-round to respond to domestic WMD incidents. 

· The NY Guard element is under the command of Col. George DeSimone, 88th Bde. 

· The NY Guard augments the 102nd MP Battalion, 27th Bde., NYANG 

CERFP team at Operation Vigilant Guard 

1st Sgt.  Anthony Bertorelli, 56the Bde., confers with his National Guard 
counterpart prior to the mission. Photo by Sfc. Mark Copeletti, 56th Bde. 

NY Guard and NY Army National Guard works together to prepare for 
the mission during Operation Vigilant Guard. 
Photo by Spc. Joshua Lugo, 88th Bde. 

Sfc. Emil Mejia, 88th Bde, CERFP platoon sergeant, prepares to man 
the decontamination line by donning the personal protection equip-
ment.  Photo by Spc. Joshua Lugo, 88th Bde. 
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OPERATION VIGILANT GUARD  

View from Joint Task Force 6 
By 1Lt. Don Odom, 56th Bde. 

Operation Vigilant Guard, the largest 
emergency response exercise to have 
ever been conducted in Western New 
York, provided an exceptional opportu-
nity for personnel of the NY Guard to 
train shoulder-to-shoulder with coun-
terparts from the US Army and Air Na-
tional Guard components, both from 
New York and other states. The large 
scale operation also utilized the skills 
of local officials from Erie County and 
the cities of Tonawanda, Buffalo and 
Niagara Falls and a host of other 
state, regional and federal officials.  

 
The concept of the operation in-

volved inter-agency response to an 
earthquake in Buffalo and the immedi-
ate surrounding area that measured 
5.9 on the Richter scale. In addition to 
major infrastructure damage through-
out the area of operation, the scenario 
supposed the collapse of a multistory 
hospital parking garage that would 
necessitate the activation of the state’s 
joint National Guard – NY Guard 
Chemical, Biological, Nuclear Explo-
sives Response Force Package de-
contamination team. The NY Guard 
has provided trained decontamination 
troops for the CERFP team since it 
was stood up in 2003. 

After reporting for in-processing at 
Niagara Air Force Reserve Station on 
Halloween, two NYG soldiers, Sgt Ma-
jor Taras  Sczcur, HHD, and 1LT Don 
Odom, 56th Bde., were assigned to 
Joint Task Force 6 (JTF6) at the his-
toric Connecticut Street Armory in Buf-
falo for the duration of the six-day ex-

ercise. The role of JTF6 was to coordi-
nate the allocation of available service 
personnel throughout the area of op-
eration. Sgt Major Sczcur was at-
tached to the J-1 (personnel) section 
while 1LT Odom served as the deputy 
J-2 (intelligence) officer.  

 
Sgt Maj. Sczcur provided valuable 

support to the J-1 section from almost 
the moment of arrival in resolving a 
real world medical emergency con-
cerning an NY Guard CERFP team 
member. 1LT Odom received on the 
job training on the State Emergency 
Management Office (SEMO) Disaster 
Local Area Network (DLAN) from NY 
Army National Guard officers and 
NCOs, and within a matter of hours 
was assisting with processing intelli-
gence requests and actions via the 
DLAN system. 

 
The practical lessons learned and 

valuable operational insights gained 
by the NY Guard soldiers from their 
participation in Operation Vigilant 
Guard JTF-6 will be useful to their re-
spective units in any JTF setting. 

NY Guard and NY Army National Guard troops of the CERFP team share a lighter moment on night 
watch duty during Operation Vigilant Guard.  Photo by Spc. Joshua Lugo, 88th Bde. 

NY Guard CERFP troops arrive in Buffalo fort in-processing to augment the National Guard.   
Photo by Spc. Joshua Lugo, 88th Bde. 
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The Mother of All Jobs   
By Cpt. Michael Lonski, 244th Medical Clinic 

244TH MEDICAL CLINIC  

(EDITORS NOTE: This article is  
excerpted from the Nov/Dec 2009  
issue of The National Psychologist ) 

In speaking of the awesome re-
sponsibility we face in preparing mili-
tary troops for combat duty, Col. Tho-
mas Burke MD, (former Director of 
Mental Health Policy for the Depart-
ment of Defense) has said that 
“Combat is risky; our job is to minimize 
that risk.” While much has been re-
ported about the levels of Post-
traumatic Stress Disorders that our 
returning troops encounter, his focus, 
like ours as mental health profession-
als is on the psychological prepared-
ness that is often missing from and 
overlooked in pre-deployment technical 
training.  

We know from our experience in 
responding to more incidents in the 
past 8 years than we care to clearly 
r em em ber  th a t  l i k e  com bat , 
“involvement” is also risky. Understand 
that our tears of rage and grief follow-
ing loss and tragedy do not reveal our 
weaknesses as men or women, but 
instead, the value we place on life as 
compassionate human beings.  

Our job as trauma psychologists 
and educational trainers is to under-
stand and minimize the risk of losing 
ourselves and those we value in the 
process of serving others. Military per-
sonnel and family members are all vul-
nerable to being contaminated by the 
amount and types of stress and grief 
that they may absorb. For what have 
become a matter of routine to you is a 
matter of horror, terror, fear, anxiety 
and sadness to the average citizen. So 
what are the protective factors that al-
low such military personnel response 
actions to continue with optimal per-
sonal health, unit cohesion and mission 
performance? How can they be taught 
to enable this process of adaptation to 
adversity to occur optimally and without 
risk of affecting their psychological sta-
bility?  

In other words, what is the personal 
cost associated with this learning proc-
ess and the subsequent application of 
this information to real-world situa-
tions? Humor of course, and often the 
darkest humor tops the list of what 
helps those in this service to others get 
through the worst of times. Outsiders 
are often shocked by the comments 

routinely thrown back and forth be-
tween company members who have 
just returned from a God-awful scene. 

What most outsiders cannot com-
prehend is how the bond forged in 
those combat situations between peo-
ple who have taken an oath to save 
others while putting themselves at risk 
is held together by an understanding 
that things are not as grim as they 
might seem. For rather than laughing 
at the loss of life or the unforgettable 
images seared into consciousness and 
the depths of sleep, these courageous 
men and women laugh at themselves 
and the plans they make knowing bet-
ter than most, that life is fragile and 
how quickly our most precious plans 
for the future can change. As the say-
ing goes, “man plans, God laughs.” 

Military personnel, as well as first 
responders, will understand the pro-
found sadness that lies beneath their 
humor. It brings home the saying that if 
we weren’t laughing, we’d be crying. 
What is often not taught in any techni-
cal schools, training academies, and 
professional development curriculums 
is the critically important concept that 
the grief we feel and the tears we shed 
after deployment are not signs of 
weakness, but instead, are signs of our 

humanity. They are the tears that show 
that we do in fact care, and care a lot 
about the people we serve. And espe-
cially the people we respond with. 

All military personnel and their fami-
lies care. You often care more about 
the welfare and well-being of others 
than you care about yourselves. How-
ever, without proper self-care and 
preparation, the survival tools and 
strategies needed to shore you up 
against a progressive collapse of in-
tense emotions is missing. The emo-
tional safety value is missing or so 
locked down as to be useless in action. 
Self-neglect if nothing else, ultimately 
interferes with the performance of duty 
for if you have not taken good enough 
care of yourself, you certainly cannot 
take good enough care of anyone else! 

It has been said that “Man is the 
only animal that laughs and weeps; for 
he is the only animal that is struck by 
the difference between what things are, 
a n d  w h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  h a v e 
been” (Hazlitt- Scenes of Compassion). 

And learning to live again and stay 
healthy, resilient and hopeful in the 
face of the abyss, is perhaps the great-
est challenge a successful responder 
or hardened combat veteran can take 
on.  Take care and stay safe. 

Brig. Gen. Stephen Bucaria, Deputy Commander, NY Guard recognizes Cpt. Michael Lonski, 
244th for his achievement with September 11 Family Association. 
Photo by Spc. Jean Marciniak, HQ 



5th Civil Affairs JAGs Aid US Marines 
By Sgt. Christopher Ferraro 56th Bde. 

In times of trouble the nation typically 
turns to the Marines for help but when 
the Marines need legal action they turn 
to the NY Guard. On December 5th the 
5th Civil Affairs Regiment of the 56th 
Bde, responded on short notice to pro-
vide a Legal Services Operation for the 
Marines of the 49 Marine Aviation Lo-
gistics Squadron. Serving as a “legal 
quick reaction” force the 5th successful 
mission enabled the squadron to con-
tinue its preparation to be deployed on 
short notice anywhere in the world.  

Arriving at Stewart Air National Guard 
base in Newburgh, NY in the early 
hours of the morning the unit setup 
legal services stations manned by law-
yers armed with laptops, printers and 
pens; all the gear necessary to carry 
out the mission. The lawyers and sup-
port staff setup operations in small 
room adjacent to an aircraft engine 
room where spare parts are stored for 
the squadron’s C-130 transports. Over 
the course of the day the 5th CA JAGS 
and support personnel performed legal 
operations ranging from powers of at-
torney to family planning and wills for 
dozens of Marines. Without the New 
York Guard such an LSO would have 
been tasked to Navy JAGs from out-
side of the state. In this case the NYG 
was able to execute the mission, aug-
menting the Marines, without straining 
JAG operations elsewhere.  

Such missions are typical for the 5th 
Civil Affairs RGT which is comprised of 
trial and civil attorneys, computer and 
clerical specialists as well as mental 
health professionals and even a chap-
lain. This small self-sustaining regiment 
is one of the most mobile and techni-
cally savvy units in the NY Guard and 
the pride of its soldiers showed. 

 “This is great. The Marines need us, 
and we’re there for them,” said SPC 
Joe Ranallo who also serves on the 
CERFP team alongside New York 
Army National Guard personnel.  

Over the past two years the JAGS 
and support personnel of the 5ht Civil 
Affairs Regiment have performed LSOs 
for New York Guard, Army National 
Guard, Army Reserve and other Ma-
rine Corps units across the state. The 
unit’s joint operations with the 105th 
Airlift Wing based in Newburg, NY has 
only increased the OPTEMPO. 

56TH BDE  
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POW/MIA Ceremony Important 
Part of Holiday Gala  

United States Military Academy, West Point -- New York Guard SSG. Louis Amigroni stands in 
formation with four other Honor Guard members during the presentation of a POW/MIA missing 
man ceremony at the New York Guard and Naval Militia's Holiday Gala here Dec. 5. During the 
honorary formation, the five cover bearers furnished the head gear of the United States Marine 
Corps, Army, Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard, representing men from each branch who were 
not in attendance. The Gala is an annual event held to promote camaraderie and fellowship 
among the state's service members from the NY Guard, the NY Naval Militia, Division of Mili-
tary and Naval Affairs, and the Office of Homeland Security, during the holiday season.  Photo 
by Pfc. Ubon Mendie, HQ. 

 

Lt. Col. David Warager, commander of the 56th Bde., applies his civilian legal skills to the military 
mission of providing a Marine from the 49th Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron with a power of 
attorney and a will during a Legal Service Operation at Stewart Air Base in Newburgh, NY.   
Photo by Sgt. Christopher Ferraro, 56th Bde. 
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New York Guard soldiers and 
siblings Cpt. Lubamyr Shchur, 
HQ, Cpt. Sophia Scarpelli-
Havraniak, 244th Medical Clinic, 
and Sgt. Maj. Taras Szczur, HQ 
enlist their nephew, 17 year old 
Michael Schur of Tarrytown, New 
York into the New York Guard at 
Camp Smith, NY on Saturday, 
December 19. 

Standing by Pv2 Schur are his 
sister Nina, father Steven, mother 
Sonya, uncle Michael Havraniak, 
brother Mark, grandmother Emily, 
and Sgt. Maj. Szczur's fiancee 
Yvanna Iannelli.  

Mrs. Schur exclaimed, “I'm 
proud, but as a mother I can't help 
but be concerned. I told him that 
when he goes to West Point he'll 
be training to lead troops in com-
bat. As a mother...", her voice 
trailed off. "In our church Moms 
prayer group, we pray for all the 
sons and daughters who serve in 
the military. Now I'll be praying for 
Michael too." 

Mr. Schur , equally proud of his 
son, said, “He's always had a 
heart for service. We're very 
proud.” 

Sgt. Maj. Szczur, a former 
United States Marine Corps ser-
geant, has served in the NY 
Guard since 2001. He recruited 
his brother Lubamyr and sister 
Sophia into the service, and now 
his nephew Michael.  

Newly enlisted Pv2 Michael 
Schur is active in community af-
fairs, having made two trips to 
Mexico and one to Haiti with his 
church group to aid the poor of 
those nations. He is also active 
with the Boy Scouts of America.  

Pv2 Schur plans on applying to 
the United States Military Acad-
emy at West Point next year. 

Two Generations of NY Guard Soldiers 
By  Sfc. Dave Konig, HQ. 

New NY Guard Private Michael Schur takes the enlistment oath from his uncle, 
Cpt. Shchur and his aunt, Cpt. Sophia Scarpelli-Havraniak with his family look-
ing on at Camp Smith.  
Photo by Sfc. Dave Konig, HQ. 

Pv2 Michael Schur stands with his family and fellow soldiers (left to right)Cpt. 
Scarpelli-Havraniak, 244th Medical Clinic, Pv2 Schur,  Cpt. Lubamyr Shchur, 
HQ, and Sgt. Maj. Taras Szczur, HQ. 
Photo by Sfc. Dave Konig, HQ. 



NY Guard Braves Cold to Give  
USS New York A Warm Welcome   
By Pfc. Ubon Mendie, HQ 

Men and woman of the New York 
Guard participated in the welcoming 
formation for the USS New York at 
Pier 88 on Manhattan’s West Side 
November 2, 2009. 

Approximately 50 guardsmen, 
from all units of the NY Guard, joined 
troops from the NY Naval Militia and 
the US Air Force to greet the Navy's 
newest warship, which dock carries 
7.5 tons of steel from the World Trade 
Center in her bow stem. 

Despite the particularly cold 
weather, for many of the NY Guard 
troops present the ceremony brought 
them back to that warm September 
morning nine years ago that changed 
everything.  

For Spc. Wilson Marrero, 47, a 
Nassau County detective and a newly 
enlisted member of Long Island’s 
14th Bde., the steel in the bow of the 
USS New York reminded him of 
those lost in the 9/11 attack, including 
his own cousin who worked for the 
Port Authority.  

“It means a lot to be here,” 
Marrero said. “After 9/11 one of my 
assignments was collecting DNA 
samples of the victims.” 

Received was a crew of around 
360 sailors and Marines, who were 
glad to be welcomed by their New 
York brothers in uniform.  

“It’s humbling knowing they are 
here in support,” said Brian M. 
Woodruff of the 26 Special Purpose 
Marine Air-Ground Task Force. “It’s a 
good feeling to know that someone is 
protecting the home front while we 
are away.”  

S p c .  B r i a n  W a s h b u r n , 
14th/142nd, of Northport, who joined 
the NY Guard in July and works for 
the New York Presbyterian Hospital 
in his civilian life, expressed that the 
welcoming of the USS New York was 
“ hard to describe. It is very important 
to me and is like a rebirth; it is a very 
satisfying feeling that something good 
could come out of this disaster.”  

The ship was built in Avondale, 
La. at the Northrop Grumman Ship 
Systems and is anchored at the 
Norfolk Naval Station. Upon its 
commission voyage the ship made a 
stop to pick up the 26 MGTAF and 
then continued up to the Hudson. 
One of the ship’s main missions is to 
transport Marines.  

The ship can carry an entire 
battalion and their equipment, 
including a 38-ton amphibious assault 
vehicle, landing craft and an MV-22 
Osprey aircraft, which serves 
d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  m i s s i o n 
accomplishment due to amphibious 
landing capabilities.  

Pv2 Paul Enzzinger, who joined 
the NY Guard in February 2009 
reaffirmed his comrades’ sentiments 
by adding, “It’s good to be part of this 
mission and it is good to see New 
York doing something out of the 
ordinary.” 

Col. George DeSimone, 88th 
Bde., was a first-responder from 
Brooklyn Heights to Ground Zero on 
September 11, and feels that the 
USS New York is “proof that life is 
precious.” Col. DeSimone was proud 

to attend the ceremony on Pier 88 to 
“honor the lives of 344 firefighters lost 
on that day.” 

Pfc Santo Ciaravino, 14th/71st, 
from Merrick, was in high school on 
September 11, 2001. He joined the 
NY Guard and volunteered for the 
mission at Pier 88 because “it is part 
of my duty; where else could I be?” 
As was everyone, Pfc. Ciaravino was 
awed by the USS New York and 
exclaimed, “that ship is amazing.” 

Maj. Bob Coloumbe, 56th Bde. 
was one of several NY Guard troops 
present who had been first respond-
ers to the 9/11 attack. “As an EMS 
worker in Westchester, we reported 
that day and we were sent down to 
duty at the Meridian Hotel.”  

Looking up at the massive USS 
New York, Maj. Coloumbe reflected 
on what the ship means to all New 
Yorkers; “It’s extremely touching to be 
here. I already have an affinity for this 
vessel – it’s carrying a piece of all of 
us.” 

Sfc. Dave Konig, HQ, and  
Spc. David Grate contributed to this 
report. 
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Members of the NY Guard, marching to their position in front of the USS New York. 
Photo by Pfc. Ubon Mendie, HG, NY Guard 
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NY Guard’s WWII 3 -Star Commander 
By Col. Michael Stenzel, HQ 
(EDITOR'S NOTE: While there is no official NY Guard 
Historian, Col Stenzel serves that duty, aided by Spc. 
Marianne DeAngelis) . 

Did you know that the New York Guard had a former 
U.S. Army Lieutenant General as it's Commander from 
1943 to 1947?  He is missing from the previously pub-
lished list of Commanders and was just recently "found" 
during our research.  

When the US Army Chief of Staff General Malin 
Craig retired in 1939, He was passed over in favor of 
General George Marshall. Despite this disappointment, 
He received a promotion to Lieutenant General in Au-
gust 1939.  With the onset of World War II, He assumed 
command of the Eastern Defense Command, 
responsible for domestic defense along the Atlantic sea-
board. Hoping to be the "General Pershing" of the next 
great war, He was disappointed with an 
offer from Secretary of War Henry Stimson to go to what 
he perceived to be a low-profile assignment in 
China.  After being passed over for that mission He 
was relegated to home duty assignments until his  man-
datory retirement in 1943.  

A retired US Army Lt. Gen. , he was offered and ac-
cepted command of the NY Guard in 1943, and in 1946 
and 1947 he oversaw the conversion of the NY 
Guard into the federally authorized NYARNG units.  In 
this capacity, during the transition, he was commander 
of both the NY Guard  and the "new" NYARNG.  He 
made all the command assignments for the new 27th 
and 42nd Divisions.  

This Lt. Gen. was so "famous" that a US Army fort 
was named for him,  and it is still an active installation. 
Who was this US Army Lt. Gen. that was the NYG's 5th 
Commander during the last half of WWII?  

NY GUARD HISTORY  

With the State Guard Sentinel  expanding, 
our presence in the Guard Times growing with 

each issue, coordination and  
augmentation with the National Guard  
Public Affairs ongoing - the NY Guard  

Public Affairs Team needs you!  
If you are a writer, journalist, photographer  

or web designer and you want  
to serve your country,  
we want to talk to you!  

CONTACT: Sgt. 1st Class Dave Konig,  
NY Guard Public Affairs NCO  

(917) 825-5990  or konigdave@aol.com  

THE PAO TEAM NEEDS YOU!  

ANSWER PRINTED ON  
LAST PAGE OF THIS ISSUE   

PAO Team soldier, Pv2 Ubon Mendie  
promoted to the rank of Private First Class. 
Mendie served in the United States Marines 
prior to joining the NY Guard . 
Photo by Spc. Jean Marciniak, HQ 
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A Proud Wife’s Veteran’s Day Message  
(Editor’s Note: Victoria Bacolo wrote this 
message for Veteran’s Day. The Sentinel 
is happy to reprint it here to remind us all 
to thank our veterans – and to thank the 
spouses of our veterans, who also 
serve.) 
 
Veterans Day is a day set aside to 
honor the men and women, past 
and present, in the armed forces 
for their unselfish service to our 
country. 
Just a few key points to remember 
this Veterans Day: 
·  Soldiers don't create wars. 
·  Terrorists came to America 

and crashed two planes into 
two buildings with innocent, 
hard working people, like you 
and me.   

· Soldiers have given up their 
lives and limbs, their families, 
their jobs, to protect you. 

 Freedom is not Free.  If you don't 
know a veteran to thank this year, 
you can thank the one in the en-
closed picture, my husband, 
Mauro Bacolo.  He is one of 
many who has and continues to 
defend you and your loved ones 
and protect our way of life. 
 Take a moment, stop and listen 
to the sounds around you.  There 
are no bombs bursting in 
air.  Thank a soldier/veteran for 
their service. 
Victoria Bacolo 

Sfc. Mauro Bacolo is a Vietnam veteran who served in the US Navy from 
1964 to 1967 (active duty) and 1967 to 1970 (reserve duty). He enlisted in 
the NY Guard in 2002, serving in the 88th Brigade with the CERFP team. 
He now serves at Headquarters in the G-3 shop. 

 
 
 
 

THE NY STATE  RECRUITMENT MEDAL — Got yours? 

The Recruiting Medal may be awarded to  
any member of the  

New York State Organized Militia who  
obtains three new members for any  

unit of the organized militia. 



 

THE STATE GUARD SENTINEL is 
published quarterly. Views which 
appear in this publication are not 
necessarily those of the NY Division 
of Military and Naval Affairs or the 
New York Guard. The NYG State 
Soldier has a circulation of 800 and 
is distributed free electronically to 
members of the New York Guard. 
 

Governor David Paterson  
Commander In Chief 
Maj. Gen. Joseph Taluto 
The Adjutant General 
Maj. Gen. Fergal Foley 
NY Guard Commander 
Brig. Gen. Stephen Bucaria 
NY Guard Deputy Commander 
Capt. George Lamboy 
NY Guard Public Affairs Officer 
Sfc. Dave Konig 
NY Guard Chief Public Affairs NCO/ 
Editor-in-Chief 
Spc. David R. Grate  
Managing Editor 
Spc. Jean Marciniak 
Staff Writer / Photographer 
Pfc. Ubon Mendie 
Senior Staff Writer / Photographer 
 
 

 
 

SNAFU DEPARTMENT 
 

In the fall issue of the Sentinel (# 8), 
in the article All In The Fam-
ily, father and son NY Guard sol-
diers PV2 Steven Scott and PV2 
John Scott were mistakenly listed 
as being in the 88th Brigade. The 
Scotts serve in the 14th Brigade.  

PAO TEAM  
EXPANDS 

 

The Headquarters Public Affairs 
Team welcomes its newest soldier, 
Spc. Jean Marcniak, who transfers 
to the team from the 56th Bde.  
Marciniak is a web-designer and he 
will be helping to expand the NY 
Guard’s online presence. 

 
NEW YORK GUARD 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The New York Guard provides aug-
mentation and support to the New 
York military forces within the state 
of New York in order to enhance the 
overall capabilities of the Division of 
Military and Naval Affairs. 

 

ARE YOU ON THE NY 
GUARD EMAIL LIST? 

 

Make sure all your soldiers stay 
informed! Update Capt. Richard 
Colety at HHD on your roster’s 
email addresses.  
 
Are all your troops receiving the 
State Guard Sentinel? If not, they 
are missing out on important com-
mand information. Make sure your 
troops are well informed! Update 
the headquarters' e-mail list with 
your troops e-mail addresses today. 
Have your S-1 forward all updated  
e-mail addresses to the G-1 at  
g1@newyorkguard.us 
 

 

HOOAH! TO ALL WHO 
CONTRIBUTED 

 
Sfc. Mark Copeletti, 56th Bde 
Sgt. Christopher Ferraro 56th Bde 
Cpt. Michael Lonski, 244th Medical 
Spc. Joshua Lugo, 88th Bde. 
1Lt. Don Odom, 56th Bde 
Col. Michael Stenzel, HQ 
 

ANSWER TO  
HISTORY QUESTION 

FROM PAGE 10 
(LTG Hugh A. Drum,  
Cdr NYG 1943-1947) 

RECRUIT  
BY E-MAIL 

 
We all get patriotic mass e-mails 
sent to us every day. If you like to 
forward along pro-military mes-
sages – what could be more patri-
otic than a message saying ! 
Here‘s how I spent part of my sum-
mer vacation" with a link to The 
State Guard Sentinel! Be proud of 
your service!  
 
As a member of the New York 
Guard, you are a part of history and 
that history is documented in every 
issue of The State Guard Sentinel.  
Let everyone know about the real 
world missions and training in the  
NY Guard.  
 
Print out a couple of copies and 
tack them up in the break room at 
work or leave them on a table in 
your office waiting room. Your 
friends, relatives, associates and 
coworkers might just be looking for 
a way to serve and you could re-
ceive the credit.  
 
LET THEM KNOW!  
 
The NEW Recruitment Team at HQ 
is standing by to make sure YOU 
get the credit you deserve for every 
recruit you bring in. It only takes 
three to get the New York State Re-
cruiting Medal!  
 
Contact the Recruitment Office at: 
nyg-recruiting@att.net.  
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